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SUMMARY 
 

  

The doctoral thesis entitled Memorial Writing. Literature of the 48ers and Post-revolutionary 

Literature starts from the premise that there is, in the literature of the 1848ers and in post-revolutionary 

Romanian literature, a generous collection of texts that could be included, if necessary, in the space 

that Silvian Iosifescu would call border literature, but which, in our opinion, could represent a corpus 

of great interest for today's readers. 

Precisely because we are talking about texts with a multiple hybrid character - in the sense that 

reality - seen through the lens of a basically subjective gaze - is permanently accompanied, in these 

texts, by a more or less marked fictional dimension, whose fictionality is due precisely to the 

subjective lens through which the world is seen.  

At the same time, the hybrid character is given by the extreme permissiveness of the memorial 

discourse, in all its forms, in our early literature, which allows not only for explicitly fictional 

insertions, but also for the overlapping with or interference between different genres of biography in 

the space of the same text. 

It is, therefore, about the writings pertaining to the memorial from the mentioned periods, 

numerous, in fact, but which will be selected on the basis of a compulsory criterion of aesthetic 

relevance, but also to illustrate, as far as possible, their diversity. 

The choice of topic is therefore also justified by the importance of this type of writing, which 

can be considered a starting point for more modern forms of confessional writing. The main objectives 

of the research are: to investigate the cultural and historical context wherefrom the writing of these 

texts stemmed, to set an inventory of the common and particular features of the texts written in this 

period, to establish the main directions of reception of memorial texts within specialized critical 

discourse, and to identify a position - or delineate accurate coordinates - of these texts in the whole 

Romanian literature of the mentioned periods. 

The scientific character of the work is supported by the bibliography that underlies the 

documentation and analysis of the corpus and which includes studies of literary theory, literary histories, 

critical studies, literary dictionaries, articles and literary reviews that cover both the general theme of the 

thesis, i.e. literature of the 1848ers and post-revolutionary literature in Romania - pertaining to the 

memorialistic, and the texts that make the object of memoir writing from this period.  

The materials consulted thus contribute to the validation of our research approach, bearing the 

signature of established critics and theorists, among them Eugen Lovinescu, G. Călinescu, Eugen Simion, 
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Nicolae Manolescu, George Ivașcu, Șerban Cioculescu, Tudor Vianu, Teodor Vârgolici, Mircea 

Anghelescu, Ion Negoițescu, Adrian Marino, Mircea Mihăieș, Silvian Iosifescu, Paul Cernat, Paul Cornea, 

Ioan Holban, Simona Preda, Phillipe Lejeune, Maurice Blanchot and others. 

We have also considered researchers who have been systematically interested in this subject; 

several cases in point are Dan Zamfirescu, Ion Buzași, Radu Brateș, Mircea Popa, Dumitru Popovici, Dana 

Dumitru, Ovidiu Cotruș, Al. Săndulescu, Mihai Vornicu, Tudorel Urian, Cristina Manole, Liviu Popescu, 

Maria Frunză, Anton Cosma, Georgeta Antonescu, George Pavelescu etc.  

Among the methods used mention should be made to thematic analysis which involves the 

evaluation of themes and symbols recurrent in the text, the intertextuality method and the comparative 

method, which involve establishing connections between texts and relating them to different cultural and 

literary models. 

Based on the directions established for this research approach, the thesis on Memorial Writing. 

Literature of the 48ers and Post-revolutionary Literature was structured in four chapters. 

The first chapter of the thesis, Genres of Biography and Memoir Writing - overlapingsps, 

interferences, conjunctions, (possible) disjunctions, serves as an introduction, its aim being to 

conceptualize and contextualize the notions to be analyzed on the basis of the proposed corpus.  

Given the scope of the topic, we have structured the chapter into four sections, namely the 

Preliminaries and the Particulars of the diary Writers and representative texts, Memoirs - discursive 

specificity. Writers and models of writing and Travel memoirs - identifying data. Writers and examples 

sections. Thus, we have traced the evolutionary path of memoir writing, referring to different geographical 

spaces and eras.  

Acknowledging Eugen Simion’s point of view on  the biographical genre, it can be said that it is 

positioned on a higher level than fictional literature, giving readers the opportunity to receive, through the 

text, information about the author and the period in which he lived his life. The challenge of this chapter 

is therefore to establish, all risks involved, for which we assume full responsibility, a series of theoretical 

and methodological coordinates that will provide us with the appropriate tools for analysing the texts in 

the corpus, against a background where it becomes obvious that boundaries pertaining to memoir writing 

- or biographical genres overlap. 

The second chapter of the thesis, (Re)writing (auto)biography in the Romantic cultural and 

literary Romanian context, concentrates the information necessary to classify this type of writing in a 

specific stage (or even two) of the evolution of Romanian literature, its aim being to complete the 

notions previously provided.  More precisely, it is about the need to outline, in its general lines, the 

Romanian cultural context, from the perspective of fundamental studies on the characteristics of 
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Romanticism, which certainly favoured the interference of fiction in the discourses of memory and 

the cohabitation of the discursive marks of the diary, memoirs, memories or travel diaries. 

The third chapter, Memoirists, Autobiographers and Diary Writers in Romanian Literature in 

the Context of the 1848 and its Aftermath illustrates the authors and texts that form the basis of the 

analysis in the final chapter, entitled The Specificities of Memoir Writing in the Romanian Cultural 

Space of the 1848ers and of Post-revolutionary Ideologies. Elements of literariness, involuntary 

expressiveness and marks of the writer's individuality. 

The personalities who emerged in this period come from leading families of socio-political and 

cultural life and borrow the modern Western vision. According to the comparative analysis of the prose 

and poetry of the 1848ers written by the critics, the balance between the two tendencies of the time, the 

conservative and the innovative, was reflected in all types of literary discourse of the period, memoir 

writing being no exception. For memory became a key element of the prose of the 1848ers and the post-

revolutionary period, underpinning personal accounts as well as those of a social, historical and 

geographical nature. The texts of the Romanian revoltionaries of 1848, for example, are a source of 

information, a source of historical data and allow for an insight into  the course of the revolution or of the 

pre- and post-revolutionary stages. 

For this reason, the third chapter proposes an additional contextualization of the texts in the 

corpus, providing biographical information on the chosen writers and a selection, not very extensive, 

of the studies, appreciations, value judgments that have accompanied, more or less benevolently, the 

literary works that we have proposed to (re)analyze. 

Through analyses applied to the text, the fourth chapter undertakes a  (re)reading  perspective 

that aspires to be able to bring these writings up to date, to (re)awaken the taste and interest in reading 

them. In this respect, a clarification is in order: we have stopped, for the time being, on some of the 

genres pertaining to memorial discourse - the diary, the travel diary and memoirs for practical reasons, 

given the average size of a doctoral thesis and the time available to us. 

We intend, however, to extend our research to other types of discourse, such as, for example, 

the epistolary discourse, also richly represented in the period and generous to the reader avid for 

knowledge or passionate analyst of such documents of individual memory. And we have focused on 

writers of the first rank, then and now, such as Titu Maiorescu, but also on writers of second or third 

rank, such as Alecu Russo or Constantin Dumitru Aricescu, writers for whom memoirs are not, from 

a certain perspective, a strong point of their work - Grigore Alexandrescu, or even authors of a single 

book, who became writers by force of circumstances, such as Colonel Lăcusteanu.  
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Illustrating the biographical genre of the diary, C. A. Rosetti's diary entries were written in a 

period that far predates the association of this type of discourse with an institutionalized literary 

practice. For this writer, the diary becomes a document that attests to his entire activity, both 

journalistic and political. As a diarist, C.A. Rosetti struggles between aspirations and sins, he indulges 

in the bookish posture of the bizarre and misunderstood hero, obsessed with the desire to enlighten 

himself, but who exposes his weaknesses in his diary without reservation. Through his diary, Rosetti 

projects himself in his writing, idealising himself, but at the same time offering the image of an 

emblematic revolutionary youth, a utopian love and a turbulent and politically complex era. 

Colonel Lăcusteanu's Memories - a case in point for the memoir, are considered a document that 

highlights the functioning of involuntary expressiveness, the author stating that he writes down his 

memories in order "to designate in a few words to my children and grandchildren two things". The two 

things that Grigore Lăcusteanu refers to in his text are the knowledge of one's own family origins and the 

respect for one's ancestors. His memoirs occupy a special place in this category of texts and, when they 

were published nowdays they aroused particular interest, due to the novelty of the colonel's perspective on 

the events of the 1848 revolution - namely from the opponents' camp, and above all to the unpolished 

talent and literariness of this text. 

As far as travel memoirs are concerned, Dimitrie Ralet - considered one of the leaders of the 

liberal movement of the time and an active participant in the events of 1848 - is the author of Souvenirs 

and travel impressions in Romania Bulgaria and Constantinopole - a volume which appeared in the 

spring of 1858. One of the traveller's undisguised pleasures was to seek out historical places of 

particular resonance, to describe palaces, fortresses, towers, gardens, etc., each hiding a story from a 

legend or a book. In a mosaic-like narrative, Ralet describes, compares, judges and categorises what 

he visits - the landscapes he sees, the specific cultural and social elements of the communities or 

peoples he discovers while travelling. 

We thus limit ourselves to only three examples that illustrate our interest in writers of different 

scope and in texts of (relatively) different nature, all circumscribed however, to memoir writing by a 

literate by intention, at least by talent - C.A. Rosetti, a literate without will - Colonel Lăcusteanu and 

a talented literate who was not recorded among the privileged by literary history, i.e. Dimitrie Ralet. 

What is new in our research, therefore, is the choice of a corpus of texts that are less known, 

less read and quoted, less exploited in terms of their (in)voluntary expressiveness, their latent 

literariness, but which, as we have said above, can be points of great interest for today's informed 

reader, whose reading tastes have (post)modernized and turned towards less canonical texts that build 

and maintain a casual relationship with canonical literature. To this objective must be added the rich 
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apparatus of critical notes and references, which can in itself represent an important element of 

recovery - also through the accompanying critical discourse - of a generous and offering corpus of 

literary texts.  

And, last but not least, the analyses we have made on the corpus are relevant both in themselves 

- with a good perspective of development, in the perspective of a possible anthology of memorial 

texts, each of them accompanied by a critical reception file (we are considering the elaboration of 

such a volume, based on the present thesis), and by the correlation of some of them with the others, 

from which a picture emerges, with all its complexity, circumvolutions and asperities, of the 19th 

century Romanian cultural and literary space. In other words, literature carries/constructs an image of 

the epoch to which it belongs, and the epoch motivates and sustains, to a certain extent, literature. 

We believe that we are thus (re)opening a direction of applied reading that will bring to the 

surface a set of texts whose particularities could thus be recontextualized a century later, and revalued 

for the mutual benefit of those who wrote them, of today's readers and, basically, of our entire 19th 

century literature. 
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