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SUMMARY

The research approach circumscribed to the work of lonel Teodoreanu intends to
outline the main lines in order to create a monography of his writings, which will provide a
series of strong arguments in favour of rereading and even revising the status of the author as
a minor writer. The monographic perspective proposed here represents a starting point that we
assume as such, with all the revisions and additions to be made in order to achieve a complete
and up-to-date approach to all the writings of this author who, in the interwar period, knew a
fulminant public success and which, today, has entered an undeserved shadow cone.

The divergences of reception from the era in which the writer lived and published,
and from today, represent a challenge and an additional reason to try a revaluation of lonel
Teodoreanu's literary prose, which was grafted on our conviction that these writings can be
reread as aesthetically valid versions of some themes and literary types whose claim to
universality is fully justified - eros, upstartism, family life with all its problems and
challenges, the stages of self-formation, respectively the typology of childhood and
adolescence - to mention just a few of the aspects that recommend lonel Teodoreanu as one of
the novelists with appetite, talent and good intuition in rendering all these with the tools of
literature. The writer's interest in other landmarks and thematic dimensions that give a special
diversity and gravity to his writings, such as the age of senescence or pathological cases or
erotic options that do not comply with the restrictions of the era, cannot be neglected either.

Our research approach is organized in five extensive chapters, motivated by
bringing back to attention some biographical and literary history data intended to outline the
socio-cultural and literary framework of the era, to explain the public success - huge, in the
case of the trilogy La Medeleni — as well as the rapidly emerging divergences, regarding the
specialized critical reception and the aesthetic relevance of lonel Teodoreanu's writings,
which appeared on the market at an alert pace, and to synthesize the necessary information for
outlining the intellectual and writer profile of the author. The data that formed the basis of the
dispute regarding the transfer of biographical data of the writer himself in the fabric of his
works is added to this. lonel Teodoreanu firmly denied these intrusions - which cannot
exclude the evidence of the impregnation of the narrative writing with elements from the
writer's remembered autobiographical baggage, but it also does not allow (or not completely)
the superimposition of fiction over the biographical elements that will have nourished it. A

necessary and mandatory journey at the level of specialized critical reception completes these



aspects and adds an additional level to the thesis, intended to formulate, synthetically and, at
the same time, explicitly, a critical excursion that will function as a resonator of the next two
chapters, dedicated to the analysis of the literary corpus.

The selected corpus includes representative texts, such as Ulita copilariei, La
Medeleni, Turnul Milenei, Bal mascat, Fata din Zlataust, Lorelei, with aesthetic value proven
and expressed by critical voices with authority, but also texts that either illustrate versions of
medelenism inferior in value to the trilogy, or prove the writer's inclination for a great
thematic diversity, such as Craciunul de la Silvestri, Pravale Baba, Sa vie Bazarcd,
Intoarcerea in timp, assumed by him even at the risk of value decline (or precisely to
counteract it). Their grouping therefore takes into account several criteria, that of aesthetic
value being completed by an internal chronology of the theme assumed by the writer, of the
ages of creation - debut, consecration, reformulation/recycling of the trilogy, artistic decline
and that of the types of speech. The indecision of specialized criticism regarding the firm
belonging of certain writings to the category of the actual novel, the indirect novel or some
memoiristic writings assumed as such - favoured by the widespread opinion regarding the
obvious immersion of the biographical in the writing, despite the vehement denial of this fact,
by the author himself, as well as directing the reading - with or without the author's consent -
in the direction of the overlap, even partial - of the biographical over the fiction, put in
difficulty the lecturer who aspires to categorically separate the waters. This is the reason why
we treat, in a separate chapter, some of the writer's supposed memoiristic works, whose
speech clearly bears the signs of this assumption.

Chapter one, entitledt Interwar cultural context. lonel Teodoreanu - the
biography of the man and the work. The dynamics of critical reception and the
motivations of public success, proposes a synthesis of the biographical data of the man and
the intellectual lonel Teodoreanu, with the aim of outlining the main data of the creative
personality of this writer, in direct relation with his stages of creation - with the explicit or
implicit motivations of each one, based on the success or the failure of the public and the
positive or negative reactions of some critical voices with authority or conjuncture (Eugen
Simion (coordinator) — Dictionarul general al literaturii romdne, Nicolae Manolescu - Istoria
critica a literaturii romadne. 5 secole de literatura, Nicolae Ciobanu - lonel Teodoreanu. Viata
si opera, Silvia Tomus - lonel Teodoreanu sau bucuria metaforei, Perpessicius - 12 prozatori
interbelici, Ovid. S. Crohmalniceanu - Literatura romdna intre cele doua razboaie mondiale -
volumul 1), from the era and from the present day — selected precisely to highlight these two

critical perspectives to be detailed in the second chapter.



The chapter entitled DIRECTIONS OF RECEPTION OF IONEL
TEODOREANU’s WORK is organized in two sequences — Institutionalized reception —
dictionaries of literature and literary histories, respectively Reception fluctuations and
divergences. Assumed critical opinions and analyses. The dynamics of reception in
publishing, from the desire to provide not only a systematic and coherent synthesis of the
various opinions, value judgments and critical attitudes regarding lonel Teodoreanu's literary
writings, but also to facilitate a complete look at the internal dynamics of the reception
process, with the possibility to compare among themselves the institutionalized, stabilized and
unanimously accepted versions of the approved readings of lonel Teodoreanu's writings
(Eugen Lovinescu - Istoria literaturii romdne contemporane, Dumitru Murdrasu - Istoria
literaturii romdne, Dimitrie Pacurariu (coordinator) - Dictionar de literatura romdnd.
Scriitori, reviste, curente, lon Pop - Dictionar analitic de opera literare romdnesti), With
different types of critical discourse - Welcome chronicles, observations, critical notes,
rereading — journal articles and studies — which mark stages of the reception of these
favorable, less favorable, concessive or downright negative writings (Romulus Dianu - Vitrina
cartii romanesti. lonel Teodoreanu: La Medeleni — vol. Il, Garabet Ibraileanu - Cronica
literara. La Medeleni, Nicolae Manolescu - lonel Teodoreanu, Alexandru Philippide - Despre
un sentiment romanesc al naturii). The history of the reception of lonel Teodoreanu’s literary
prose thus opens the right path for the next two chapters.

The third chapter, entitled Stages of the writer's literary affirmation -
representative works, is organized into five sub-chapters, dedicated to writings we consider
representative of the writer and relevant in relation to the diversity of his thematic options and
the success - or failure - with the public and literary critics. This is about ,, Ulita copilariei” —
under the sign of the debut, , La Medeleni” — the novel of an aesthetic success, ,, Turnul
Milenei” — the formula of the fantastic, ,,Bal mascat” - recycling medelenism, ,, Fata din
Zlataust” — the literalization of a taboo subject. The working algorithm involves a micro
synthesis of the specialized critical reception, dedicated to each piece of writing, a
chronological situation in the writer's works as a whole, a synthesis of the elements that
particularize each piece of writing at the thematic level, of the event and of the characters the
writer opts for, as well as an analysis adapted to the specificity of lonel Teodoreanu's writing
in general and each writing, in particular. In the sense of avoiding complex narrative text
analysis strategies suited to writings focused on, for example, self-specularity or other forms
of literature that turn on itself, and the option to take a traditional, predominantly thematic

approach and measure relevance the typology of the characters or the factual in direct relation
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to what these writings are and represent for the dynamics of our literary forms. And, of
course, in correlation with the creative intentionality of the writer himself. The concern for the
internal dynamics of lonel Teodoreanu's literary writing, the way in which he himself fights
with his own literary clichés, with the impact of the Medelin people and, above all, the
dominant lyricism that makes the charm and even the uniqueness of his works justify the
selection and organization, by sub-chapters, of the literary corpus and correlates with our
intention to identify and justify, through analysis, a dominant feature of each literary text in
the corpus.

The fourth chapter entitled Thematic diversity and literary decline, is organized
in nine sub-chapters which reflect the above mentioned: ,, Golia” - the temptation of the
pathological, ,, Craciunul de la Silvestri” — the erotic theme in the melodramatic register,

’

., Lorelei” - again — the recycling of medelenism, ,, Arca lui Noe” - a (further) revision of the

>

theme of childhood and adolescence, ,,Secretul Anei Florentin” — (again, about) erotic
failure, ,, Pravale-Baba” — the condition of the artist, ,, Tudor Ceaur Alcaz” — the condition of
the intellectual, ,, La portile noptii” — under the (emphasized) sign of literary decline, ,,Sa vie
Bazarca”- erotic (retro)versions. Keeping the specified work algorithm, this chapter
completes and diversifies lonel Teodoreanu's literary offer, particularly generous in terms of
thematic aspect, although, viewed from the inside, bearing some recurrences, repetitions,
resizing and recontextualization of some literary typologies that the writer had already put in
circulation, more than once, in better artistically realized versions. However, an honest picture
of lonel Teodoreanu's literary writing, with its ups and downs, can only be provided through
an integrative, monographic perspective, with equal interest distributed to all the writings in
the selected literary corpus, in such a way so that the profile of the writer we treat here is
complete.

The fifth chapter entitled (Emphasized) memorialistic writings, is prepared in
four sub-chapters, respectively - ,In casa bunicilor” — the seeds of medelenism,
., Intoarcerea in timp” — a book of affective memory, ,, Masa umbrelor”’ — the writer's spiritual

)

biography, ,, Cum am scris Medelenii” — the creative laboratory of the trilogy. The stake of
this chapter is to provide an inside perspective on the main writings of lonel Teodoreanu,
especially the trilogy La Medeleni, to complete the overall picture of his writings, which we
propose through our research approach, and for more honesty in regarding the internal
dynamics of creative activity and its concrete results, with all their pluses and minuses.
Overall, we believe that our approach - which relies on bringing the work of a writer

relevant to the dynamics, directions, public taste and complexity of the process of approved
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reception from the interwar period and today - brings a series of innovative elements, which
claim, from the very beginning, from the assumption of a research theme that is based on a
literary corpus that did not meet the consensus of literary critics. With all the risks involved,
we express our conviction that the re-reading of lonel Teodoreanu's work represents a
necessity that should be taken into account, given at least the extent of the phenomenon of
reception he had in the centre. Equally, our approach can re-open the reception file of lonel
Teodoreanu's writings - the beginnings were made, with real benefit, by studies such as Paul
Cernat's Modernismul retro in romanul romdnesc interbelic, or that of the team formed by
Angelo Mitchievici and loan Stanomir, Teodoreanu reloaded. Also, the monographic
perspective we propose has the advantage of a retroactive overview, but anchored in the
reality of our days, integrative and, hopefully, honest one.
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