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Whereas defending of the PhD thesis in architecture under
the title of , The Romanian architects and political detention 1944 —
1964. Between concentrationary destiny and professional vocation®
| was stating that the manner in which the political system established
in Romania following the WWII kept the architecture under political
and propagandistic control is aphoristic but yet little known in its
details. Moreover, as Prof. Arhitect Sorin Vasilescu was saying
,.architecture is made by architects”. The study herein starts from this
undeniable fact — the scant (ac)knowledge(ment) of the architecture
(read architects) and communist regime equation, mainly during its
first decades. A part of this subservient state lies in the total control
of the architecture studies, then represented by a single institution —
the Faculty of Architecture in Bucharest. The topic of our research
studies came as a natural step, from both this perspective (the guild
becoming) and also from the desire to bring a contribution to the
historiography of the Romanian education under communism, as a
component of our efforts of placing the arhitect — totalitarian regime
relation in the spotlight. The phenomena occuring at the Faculty of
Architecture during the few years after 1944 are almost unknown,
save minor exceptions — either our prior research papers?, or several
others digressing from the topic (the volume of memoirs of architect
loan Mircea Enescu®; the merituous initiative of the Union of
Architects to ask a number of its members who graduated around
1950 to present their career during the dictatorial regime, thus

1 Thesis defended in December 2013 within the Doctoral School of ,.Jon Mincu"
University of Architecture and Urbanism, Bucharest.

2Research studies benefitted from in three published volumes: Vlad Mitric-Ciupe,
Arhitectii romdni si detentia politicd 1944-1964. Intre destin concentrationar si vocatie
profesionala | The Romanian architects and political detention 1944 — 1964. Between
concentrationary destiny and professional vocation, I.N.S.T., Bucharest, 2013; Vlad
Mitric-Ciupe, Arhitecti in recluziune. Interviuri si documente | Architects in captivity.
Interviews and documents, Vremea PH, Bucharest, 2016; Vlad Mitric-Ciupe, /n numele
tatalui. Supravietuire si integrare socioprofesionala in familiile arhitectilor fosti
detinuti politici in Romdnia comunista | In the name of the father. Survival and socio-
professional integration in the families of the architects, former political detainees,
Vremea PH, Bucharest, 2017.

%loan Mircea Enescu, Arhitect sub comunism, Paideia PH, Bucharest, 2006.



extending to the architecture studies of that time*; the memoirs of
arhitect Sanda Budis® and arhitect Mihail Caffe®; as well as the
engaging volume on the achievements of the 1959 class of the
Institute of Architecture”). An additional evidence to validate this
statement stands in the testimony® of a former architect student —
arrested and sentenced in 1958 (a proof of his well-grounded
knowledge about the repressive actions) who explained that the
students taken into custody in 1956 were in fact the first victims of
the communist regime in the Faculty of Architecture.

While well aware about the events happening in the
Romanian academic system in the aftermath of 23 August 1944, our
intention is to settle an overview by a detailed study of the particular
case of the Faculty of Architecture. As a result, the main goals of our
thesis — a research topic so far overlooked — are depicted by the
identification of the repressive mechanisms operating in this higher
education institution, both in a direct connection with the large-scale
developments in Romania at that time, the reform of education and
the phenomenon of its total command and also with the subservience
of the architecture, earlier mentioned.

We have therefore planned to research the instruments used
by the regime, as well as the defascization, class antagonism,
discrimination due to social background, fight against
cosmopolitanism and formalism in architecture, purge and arrests,
intimidation and pressure, the ideologization and even re-education,
along with their effecgs, while tracking down the individual fate and
of the group’s for most of the people involved in the above. This
analysis could only be done in association with a contextualization in

“Viorica Curea (coord.), Arhitecti in timpul dictaturii. Amintiri, Simetria PH,
Bucharest, 2005.

Sanda Budis, Fata tatei si mama fetei. Istoria unei viefi intre Romdnia si Elveyia,
Polirom PH, Bucharest, 2012.

®Mihail Caffe, Locuri, oameni, intamplari, Dune Publishing House, Bucharest, 2016.
"Ofelia Stratulat (coord.), Arhitectii promotiei 1953-1959. Afirmare profesionald.
Amintiri, Victor PH, Bucharest, 2009.

8An idea detailed in one of the interviews given by architect Emanoil Mihiilescu.
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terms of the events to have happened in other academic centers of that
time and the immediate chronicle of the Faculty of Architecture
between 1938 and 1944 and its turmoil. To this purpose, we counted
on the identification and detailing the two political ongoing
phenomena — legionarism/the Iron Guard and communism — with
their specifics and actions within the school of architecture, mainly
on their obvious conflict immediately after 1944.

As for the space and time delineation of the study, the title
of our research makes the topic of interest very clear when the time
window ranges from 1944 to 1958 (plus the requested extensions).
Even though the farther limit might seem elusive, the reason for
choosing it considered the fact that the respective year stands for the
debut of a loosening in the communist party protocol (generally
speaking) and for certain positive changes within the Faculty of
Architecture — hence, the initial hypothesis is validated. After 1958,
we have not found any cases of expulsion, politics-based arrests
and/or sentencing among students (the expulsions might have likely
gone on, but on a smaller scale). This is the time when the individuals
who had been expelled from school or who had no acces as they had
not been given any chance to enroll due to political reasons were re-
engaged. When looking at the structure of the paper, we can notice
more approaches for each component of the study. Similarly, we
deem necessary the intertwining and overlapping of the methods and
sources, pertinent for every chapter. We have focused on a a reading
grill, meant to highlight situations and characters, turned to elements
of oral history so as to complete (or even correct) this information, to
document and corroborate the data via research of archives.
Following the analysis, which included quantity and quality
indicators, we have structured the material in five chapters, compiled
and written in a chronological order and in a logics of the topic
making. As for the main sources, along with the previously mentioned
papers, we have aimed our attention at the identification and
interviewing of the former students of that time interval, a successful
endeavor thanks to their number, to the quality of the information



being shared and to the full support. As a proof of our earlier
statement that this topic is a continuation of our preceding concerns,
it should be reminded that a part of these interviews was taken
between 2011 and 2013, when information pertinent to other studies
were asked for — this time, the material is being fully exploited®. The
archive research at the National Council for the Study of the
Securitate Archives was nevertheless decisive, while locating
relevant documents for the arrests, sentencing, surveillance or
recruiting of various people in the study — either students or academia,
along with identifying and employing an open file of the Institute of
Architecture, while the National Archives were a source of original
information (mainly in the context of its newly emergence among the
documents to be studied in the reading hall) for the communist
activity at the Faculty of Architecture, before and after 23 August
1944. Qur efforts were unfortunately limited by the impossibility to
acces the archives of ,Ion Mincu’ University of Architecture and
Urbanism, due to reasons connected to its reorganization or the lack
of personnel, a situation lingering for many years°, Nevertheless, we
consider that this impediment has not been insurmountable, since we
intended to examine the repressive mechanisms and not a
monography of the school, even though the opening of that collection
of records will be used in future studies. Depending on our goals, the
structure of our paper is consequently as such, with short conclusions
at the end of each chapter:

First chapter — called Preamble — focused on the aspects of
the sovietization of the higher education system in the countries
behind the Iron Curtain, with a study of the Romania case, reflected
in the main academic centers of that time. The studies of other

%See the references at the end of our study, listing 26 interviews with former students
of the years 1940-1950. All of them were older than 80 and some passed away
meanwhile.

Similar situations were encountered at the archives of the University of Politehnica
or the Institution of Constructions — establishments to which the Faculty of
Architecture once belonged.



researchers have been vital for our paper, while learning that there are
no similar studies for other universities or faculties, except for the
University of Cluj, thanks to the remarkable work of our fellow Mihai
Teodor Nicoari™.

Once identified and summarized the general framework of
the changes in the Romanian higher education, we turned to our
particular case in chapter Il — Aspects from the Romanian school of
architecture prior to 23 August 1944 — and wrote a brief history of
this institution, followed by the analysis of certain didactic and
political issues, with a focus on the legionary and communist
activities between 1938 and 1944 (for the reason that these two
political groups would have a face-to-face encounter at the end of the
war) — most of the information was original, almost exclusively based
on the archive research.

As expected in a chronological approach, the next interval to
be described includes the first years after August 1944 — The years of
1944 — 1948. Here, we have reviewed the political attitude of the
academia and students, concentrating on the legionaries (members of
the Iron Guard) and communists while mentioning and detailing the
first repressive manifestations — the deportation of several architect
students, Romanian citizens of German ethnicity; the elimination,
arrest and sending to the labor camp of dean Constantin lotzu; the
first investigations and arrests in April 1945; the attendance of the
architect students in the demonstration on 8 November 1945 and its
effects in the school of architecture. Two important sub-chapters
feature the brutal action of the communists enrolled in this school in
line with the class antagonism, as well as the participation of some
students and academia in what we call today the Anticommunist
Resistance.

11See Mihai Teodor Nicoard, Universitatea ,,Regele Ferdinand I" din Cluj intre doud
dictaturi (1940-1947), Accent PH, Cluj, 2011 and Mihai Teodor Nicoara, De la
Universitatea ,,Regele Ferdinand 1" la Universitatea ,, Babes-Bolyai" (1948-1959), I,
Accent PH, Cluj, 2014.



The chapter IV — The Years 1948 — 1952 — covers the main
effects of the education reform in the Faculty of Architecture, while
pointing out at and outling the portraits of the purge victims among
academia, the pressure to which the students were subjected —
expulsion and arrests in some cases, going on with details via portraits
about the condition of the new body of teachers brought in to fill in
the void left behind and the very intriguing stories of the condoned
professors who were closely surveilled and intimidated. Last but not
the least, we have examined and presented the changes in the
curriculum — a consequence of the transformation debuting in 1948 —
that required the introduction of the heavily ideologized subjects and
the particularities for the architecture education.

Chapter V — The Years 1952-1958 — brings in details and
gives a short analysis of the scarce information that the University
Party Committee corpus in the National Archives can provide for the
Institute of Architecture at that time, while insisting on the portrait
drafts of the senior academia being tolerated in school and of their
,,political incidents". This chapter also includes the manner in which
the Securitate has become more and more preoccupied with the
activity of the students — after they had zeroed in on certain immediate
threats to the state security — and delineated and explains the moment
the political file of the Institute of Architecture was set in motion.
Further on, there is a description of the involvement of some architect
students in the attempt to organize a solidarity parate with the events
in Hungary 1956 and the repercussions (of that political process, after
all) in the school of architecture, followed by several cases of the
students who ventured into keeping a personal form of spiritual
independence during the gloomy years of communism and paid
dearly. The end of the chapter recounts the major directions of the
alterations occuring after 1958-1959, with some positive effects for
the Faculty of Architecture.

As expected, the final chapter VI exhibits the conclusions to
our thesis.



In terms of originality of our study, the topic had never been
dealt with before, either for the Faculty of Architecture or any other
Romanian university, save the University of Cluj. Furthermore, most
of the information comes from the archive documents, with some of
them recently joining the circuit of the historic research (the
documents on the Communist Party, for instance — the case of the
National Archives) or from the C.N.S.A.S. archive — for the personal
or group files, criminal, of surveillance or organization — for nearly
all the situations, the names of our researchers opened the list of the
people who have studied those files. After the examination of a file in
2010 — 2011, we requested it again in 2017 and surprisingly noticed
that nobody else had asked for it in the meantime. This inaction is a
strong evidence for the interest in the recent history and the detailed
research — favored by us over the general research and also for the
attention paid to the individual cases (even as a working instrument).

Lastly but by no means least, our inquisitive efforts have
been paid this time'? too by discovering certain clandestine literature
(see the references at the end of the study) that we have hence
examined and will be joining the public circuit in the future. Itis a
sure fact that any society, any community and group connected by
commonalities — in our case, the academic body at the Faculty of
Architecture — has its own life and development during dark times,
totalitarian by definition. And of course not everyone was a victim,
not everyone had to suffer, some of them even had positive memories
and words to praise those times. For example, we quote an architect
who remembered his studies in a paper that was cited many times
herein ,,/...] During war, I attended the courses of architecture of the
College for Jewish students, class of Professor Hary Stern. After
1944, 1 enrolled in lon Mincu Institute of Architecture, which
recognized my previous studies. | was a student between 1945 and
1951, matriculated in the second year as | had been at the Jewish

12 such first surprise we had upon finding (followed by editing and publication) of the
memoirs of architect Schafhiitl, see Jean Schafhiitl, Anii pierduti. Amintirile unui
arhitect deportat in U.R.S.S., Vremea PH, Bucharest, 2016.

9


https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%C3%BCber_alles
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College. The conditions were good for me, as | was working as a
designer for various employers. Professor Duiliu Marcu was my
supervisor and we worked together to build the what we know as
Victoria Palace. | had friendship relations with my peers and some
of them — unfortunately, fewer and fewer today — are still lasting [ ...
1%, Our research does not repudiate those memories, does not
contradict facts. But instead it shows the other facet, of abuses,
revenge, brutal and infringed changes, denouncement and outbidding,
and also of resistance, return, friendship and solidarity.

BLeon Srulovici, Lucrdrile vorbesc, in Viorica Curea (coord.), Arhitecti in timpul
dictaturii. Amintiri, Simetria PH, Bucharest, 2005, p. 195. These are the only references
of the architect to the dates of study.
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